
KANDIYOHI COUNTY AND CITY OF WILLMAR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (EDC)
JOINT POWERS BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING

MINUTES
April 23, 2015

EDC Office, Willmar, MN

Present: Denis Anderson, Ron Christianson, Roger Imdieke, Harlan Madsen and Doug Reese

Staff: Steven Renquist, Executive Director and Jean Spaulding, Assistant Director

Excused: Marv Calvin

Media: Anne Polta, West Central Tribune

Secretarial: Nancy Birkeland, Legal & Administrative Assistants, Inc. (LAA)

Chairperson Harlan Madsen called the meeting to order at approximately 11:32 a.m.

MINUTES—

IT WAS MOVED BY Denis Anderson, SECONDED BY Doug Reese, to approve the minutes of
the January 22, 2015 annual meeting of the Kandiyohi County and City of Willmar
Economic Development Commission Joint Powers Board of Commissioners as
e-mailed.  All present voted in favor by roll call.

TREASURER’S REPORT— Steve Renquist presented the financial reports for periods ending January 31,
February 28 and March 31, 2015 and reviewed with the board the most recent Balance Sheet and
Profit and Loss Budget Performance. 

IT WAS MOVED BY Roger Imdieke, SECONDED BY Ron Christianson, to accept the Kandiyohi
County and City of Willmar Economic Development Commission financial reports for
periods ending January 31, February 28 and March 31, 2015 , subject to audit.  All
present voted in favor by roll call.

REPORTS

Economic development activities and 2015 Strategic Plan.  Renquist gave an update on his
activities, including work with the BNSF Wye and Industrial Spur project; a meeting today with a
potential buyer of the Kandi Mall; work on a potential hotel in the New London-Spicer area;
working with Bruce Peterson and businesses that may locate to the Willmar Industrial Park; and
approaching the Minnesota Department of Transportation about opening the Highway 12 bypass
into downtown at the request of a local business.  



Jean Spaulding reported on her activities, including working with MinnWest Technology Campus
and a Korean company; the EDC’s website is being rebuilt; and WORKUP will open in May.  The EDC
Joint Operations Board (EDCOB) approved the EDC being a founding member of WORKUP. 
Spaulding reported on her work in regard to the county’s broadband infrastructure and a meeting
held with Federated Telephone Cooperative (FTC) on potentially bringing fiber into Kandiyohi
County.  FTC is interested in expanding into Kandiyohi County, but will only come if it completes
work in Swift County and if it is awarded a grant under the state broadband program.  FTC would
do Kandiyohi County in phases and would only bring fiber to under and unserved areas of the
county.  FTC’s return on investment (ROI) is based on 10 years versus a private company’s of 3
years.  FTC will apply for a grant for Swift County similar to what it did in Big Stone County. 
Kandiyohi County needs to be concerned with competitiveness of other counties that obtain
broadband access.  Spaulding reported Connie Schmoll has been very busy with the BRE survey and
will be presenting the results to each City Council, along with information on the property search
and demographic feature on the EDC’s new website.  Spaulding is working with area schools on
future workforce matters and staff is on task as to working on the 2015 Strategic Plan (see
attached).  Board members voiced a concern as to the Business Retention Expansion/Recruitment
Committee being unable to meet quorum for several months.  Renquist noted the committee is
seeking new members.  Renquist provided an update on Ziegler CAT.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS—There was no unfinished business.

NEW BUSINESS

EDCOB liaison.  Doug Reese informed the board after June 1, he no longer has a conflict in serving
as the board’s liaison to the EDCOB.  Denis Anderson volunteered to attend the May 14 EDCOB
meeting, if Reese is unavailable. 

Burlington Northern Santa Fe Wye and Industrial Spur.   Renquist reported on meetings he
attended in Washington, D.C. along with other local representatives and requested the board
consider signing the Memorandum of Understanding (see attached) that has already been signed
by Kandiyohi County and the City of Willmar and to reaffirm the same amount of funds it approved
in 2014 for the TIGER II (Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery) grant program. 

IT WAS MOVED BY Ron Christianson, SECONDED BY Roger Imdieke, to approve entering
into the Memorandum of Understanding for the Wye and Industrial Spur on behalf
of the Kandiyohi County and City of Willmar Economic Development Commission
and approve funding of $35,000 toward the BNSF Railway Transportation
Investment Generating Economic Recovery grant program contingent upon award of
the grant to BNSF.  All voted in favor by roll call vote.  

Intermediary Relending Program.  Spaulding reported the Willmar Housing and Redevelopment
Authority (HRA) has asked the EDC to accept transfer of its United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA) Intermediary Relending Program (IRP), which the EDCOB has recommended accepting.  The
loan guidelines will change from only being a downtown Willmar program to a countywide
program.  The Finance Committee reviewed the outstanding loans totaling approximately $376,000
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