
KANDIYOHI COUNTY AND CITY OF WILLMAR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (EDC)

MARKETING AND PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE MEETING

MINUTES
September 26, 2016
WORKUP, Willmar

Present: Donna Boonstra, Shari Courtney, Lindsey Donner, Jean Geselius, Ann Winge
Johnson, Mike Negen, Ashley Queenan and Julie Redepenning

Absent: Sarah Isdal and Heather Koffler

Guests: Betsy Bonnema, Abby Gronli and Jayme Sczublewski of REDstar Creative/WORKUP

Staff: Aaron Backman, Executive Director

Secretarial: Nancy Birkeland, Legal & Administrative Assistants, Inc. (LAA)

Aaron Backman called the meeting to order at approximately 12:07 p.m.  Betsy Bonnema
introduced Abby Gronli, who is REDstar Creative’s new Marketing Manager.

MINUTES—

IT WAS MOVED BY Jean Geselius, SECONDED BY Donna Boonstra, to approve the minutes
of the July 25, 2016 meeting as emailed.  MOTION CARRIED.

2016 MARKETING PLAN—

Willmar Industrial Park Flyer.  Backman presented a draft flyer for the Willmar Industrial Park with
some of his editing notes (see attached), which the committee reviewed and offered the following
comments:

• Capitalize Highways next to the truck icon
• As to the photos used:

< replace the tractor as it is of Willmar Fabrication that is no longer in Willmar
< may also want to replace the other two manufacturing photos as they are also of

Willmar Fabrication, but they may be generic enough to keep
< keep the photo of the welder
< could use a photo of a forklift loading a semi
< other suggested photos were:  RELCO’s wall of clocks (Lyndsey Donnor has this);

photos of businesses listed in the text above the photos; a photo of Dooley’s, which
is currently building in the park; or Northern States Supply.

• Include the Minnesota Shovel-Ready logo on both sides of the flyer
• Like the aerial map, but had the following comments:

< the highways mentioned by the truck icon are not shown on the aerial map
< include a zoom out showing the larger area with highways
< remove any reference to Highway 7 in the text as it cannot be shown on the map



< add a reference on the map to Highways 71/23 and include an arrow
< reference the Willmar Airport on the map
< highlight Third Addition on the map in a different color and also list its features
< remove ‘Reserved’ from the map as a right of first refusal does not mean the lot is

unavailable
• Include a header, Fourth Addition, above the stats given below the aerial map
• Enlarge the font of the subheader, Fourth Addition, on both pages as it is rather small

The committee also reviewed a flyer for Sherburne County’s Development Sites (see attached). 
Sherburne County has identified specific industries it is targeting, one of which is data centers.  The
Willmar Industrial Park is more fitting for wholesale distribution or logistic warehousing.  

Backman noted the railroad Wye is in discussions, but no final decisions have been made to
include it on the map.

Fall Digital Newsletter.  Backman stated about five to six articles are being discussed for the fall
digital newsletter.  Connie Schmoll will be preparing articles on broadband, the West Central Angel
Fund I and a followup on the manufacturer tours.  Backman will write articles on the Kandi Mall,
Glacial Ridge Hospitality and ERC Holdings.  Backman provided information on ERC Holdings and its
Job Creation Fund application.  Julie Redepenning stated ERC Holdings will host an open house this
Saturday.  

As to the EDC’s ad in the 2017 Visitors Guide as reported in the July minutes, Bonnema indicated
that for several years the EDC has paid for a half page ad, but receives a two-page spread for that
cost and she does not want this opportunity lost next year with going to a half page rather than a
two-page spread.

NEW BUSINESS

REDstar Marketing Update.  Bonnema showed a presentation giving an update on REDstar, its
status as an agency, its current staff and new project management software that coordinates with
Google Drive, which is available to each client.  Bonnema invited everyone to attend REDstar’s
upcoming event, “Fine Tune Your Creative Process” on November 2, 2016 from 1:30-4:00 p.m. and
Jayme Sczublewski invited everyone to attend Taste of WORKUP this Friday from 5:00-7:00 p.m. 
Backman announced the EDC plans to serve a triple layer cracker toffee bar.  

ADJOURNMENT—There being no further business, 

IT WAS MOVED BY Julie Redepenning, SECONDED BY Donna Boonstra, to adjourn the
meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 1:23 p.m.

NEXT MEETING—The next committee meeting is 12 noon, Monday, October 24, 2016  at WORKUP,
1601 Technology Drive NE, Willmar.
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