
KANDIYOHI COUNTY AND CITY OF WILLMAR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (EDC) 
AGRICULTURE & RENEWABLE ENERGY DEVELOPMENT (Ag) COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 
September 19, 2019 

Christianson PLLP, Willmar 
 
 
Present: Rollie Boll, Ian Graue, Kevin Halvorson, Dustin Kotrba and Keith Poier  
 
Excused: Dan Tepfer  
 
Absent: Kim Larson, Larry Konsterlie, Dan Lippert and Bruce Reuss 
 
Guests: Michelle Marotzke, Willmar Municipal Utilities and Christy Kallevig, University of 

Minnesota Extension 
 
Staff:  Connie Schmoll, Business Development Manager 
 
Secretarial: Diane Beck, Legal & Administrative Assistants, Inc. (LAA) 
 
 
Vice Chairperson Kevin Halvorson called the meeting to order at approximately 7:35 a.m. and 
declared a quorum was not present. 
 
Schmoll welcomed Christy Kallevig of the University of Minnesota Extension. Ms. Kallevig provided a 
brief bio 
 
 
AGENDA—The agenda was approved as emailed. 

 
 

MINUTES—A quorum was not present to approve. 
 
 
REPORTS 
 
Industrial Hemp Exploratory Subcommittee.  Schmoll, Halvorson and Keith Poier shared 
information from the September 9th meeting. Schmoll reported a company from Canada is 
interested in coming to this area and a Texas company is also interested in an area somewhere in 
Minnesota.  AURI, Harold Stanislawski, is working to promote these areas that are ready for such a 
company. Research is being done on textiles and what kind of plant would be needed. Schmoll 
reported the Pioneer Research building is for sale which could be used for industrial hemp research. 
A discussion was held on test plots. 
 
Ag Marketing and Event Planning Subcommittee.  Dustin Kotrba reviewed the Ag Innovation 
Conference budget (see attached) and announced there is a surplus which will be saved for the next 
conference. Kotrba reported good sponsorship participation. Schmoll stated thank-you letters were 
sent to sponsors offering ads that can be placed in company newsletters for the 2020 conference. 
Kotrba reported approximately 122 registered with 95 attending. More producers will be 



encouraged to attend the next conference. Discussion was held on how to attract more produces to 
attend. i.e., ads in newsletters, Kandiyohi Power Company and other cooperatives, etc.  Kotrba 
reviewed the conference evaluations and reported feedback was positive (see attached). The high 
quality speakers presented a wide variety of information and were favorably rated. The 
subcommittee will meet in the future to begin planning for the 2020 conference which may be held 
the end of July. Kotrba reported the event planner will be retained and mentioned she did an 
excellent job of planning and coordinating the conference. 
 
2020 Visionary Subcommittee.  Schmoll reported she has contacted a few companies for interest in 
involvement in the 2020 Visionary event. Ian Graue reviewed the 2017 Ag Producers Survey and will 
report on his findings at a future meeting. Schmoll stated a visionary event may be held later this 
year or in January. 
 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS—There was no unfinished business. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Review Partners in Ag Innovation Conference Registration List. Schmoll encouraged members to 
review the conference attendance list (see attached). Kotrba felt there was a good cross section of 
business sectors and reiterated the need to have more producers in attendance. Suggestions made 
to increase producers’ attendance: reach out to agencies that work with producers, financial 
speakers, Ridgewater College ag program students, Department of Agriculture. Include topics on 
finances, business strategy and transition and cross-generational planning. 
 
Renewable Energy Topics/November Speaker. Schmoll has visited with Jim Haler of South Central 
Electric Association to give a presentation on electric vehicles at the November meeting. Suggestion 
was made to have electric vehicles as a conference topic next year. Discussion was held on the 
impact of electric vehicles on the ethanol industry. 
 
Community Video. Schmoll reported a draft three to-four-minute community video has been 
prepared by Tory Norling that will be used to attract new residents and businesses to the area. 
 
Ag/Renewable Energy Community Events/Projects. Schmoll shared a hemp harvest is taking place 
today north of Willmar and invited committee members to attend. Michelle Marotzke shared the 
Paris to Pittsburg video will be shown on October 22nd at Vinji Lutheran Church in Willmar. Graue 
shared the Voices environmental group will have an event at Robbins Island. Marotzke and Graue 
will send information to Schmoll and she will post on the EDC Facebook. Schmoll suggested the 
committee make a recommendation to have Michelle Marotzke and Christy Kallevig as new 
members of the Ag Committee if they are interested. Marotzke and Kallevig agreed to serve on the 
Ag Committee. The Ag Committee concurred with having Marotzke and Kallevig as new committee 
members. Schmoll asked them to send her bios which will be presented for formal approval at the 
EDC Board of Joint Operations meeting on October 10th.  
 
Miscellaneous. Schmoll mentioned the Ag Committee will not meet in October. At the November 
meeting, a discussion will be held regarding Ag Committee meeting location. 
 
 



ADJOURNMENT—There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 
8:40 a.m. 
 
 
NEXT MEETING—There will not be a meeting in October.  The next committee meeting is 7:30 a.m., 
November 21, 2019 at Christianson PLLP, Willmar. 


















