KANDIYOHI COUNTY AND CITY OF WILLMAR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (EDC)

BUSINESS RETENTION AND EXPANSION/RECRUITMENT (BRE/R) COMMITTEE

MINUTES
September 16, 2015
EDC Board Room

Present:

Les Nelson, Roger Imdieke, Jean Marthaler and Ranae Rahn

Excused:

Bob Carlson, Bruce Peterson and Connie Schmoll

Absent:

Jim Ellingson and Jeff Vetsch

Staff:

Steve Renquist, Executive Director

Secretarial:

Diane Beck, Legal & Administrative Assistants, Inc. (LAA)

Chair Les Nelson called the meeting to order at approximately 11:05 a.m.

Minutes—
IT WAS MOVED BY Jean Marthaler , SECONDED BY Ranae Rahn , to approve the minutes of
the August 19, 2015 meeting. MOTION CARRIED.

REPORTS—
Future regional workforce issues and concerns. Steve Renquist shared information from a recent
article in the West Central Tribune regarding workforce. This week a site selection specialist from
Dallas, Texas visited the Willmar area and informed the EDC that workforce availability is the single
most important incentive for a potential business to select a community. Currently, there is a
group working on housing in Willmar and Renquist mentioned the Bethesda Heritage building
would be an ideal place for workforce housing. Chair Nelson mentioned the Job Fair currently
being held at the Willmar Conference Center and inquired if the EDC receives any feedback from
the event. Renquist commented the EDC does not receive feedback; however, in the past the EDC
has staffed an information booth. Nelson also shared the 2015 Fall Job & Career Fair brochure (see
attached) which will be held on October 8, 2015 at the Hutchinson Event Center. Roger Imdieke
commented a small local group has responded negatively to the immigration issue and inquired if
the EDC could make a statement in support of immigration. Renquist commented the BRE
committee could make a recommendation to the EDC Board and he would also discuss it with the
chair of the EDC Joint Powers for sensitivity of the issue.
Kandiyohi County railway and railroad Wye project. Renquist commented that Bruce Peterson and
Mel Odens recently returned from a meeting with Congressman Collin Peterson and Amy
Klobuchar in Washington, DC. Renquist stated the railroad Wye project totals approximately $50+

million which includes a $15 million request from the federal government. Currently, the funding
request has been scaled back to $12 million. The Minnesota Department of Transportation
(MnDOT) has agreed to help with funding, if the bonding bill is not passed. The State of Minnesota
will fund $18.5 million for the project. Imdieke shared that this project is BNSF’s highest priority in
the country. The outcome of the bonding decision should be known by the end of September. The
project could start as early as 2016 and is expected to last two years. Renquist also commented
talks are in the works to secure funding ($1.5 M from the State Bonding Committee and $1.5 local
match) for construction of rail service into the new Industrial Park.
BRE visitation program update. Tabled until October 21, 2015 meeting.
BRE goals update. Jean Marthaler volunteered to assist with the city of Atwater’s business survey
interview process. Schmoll and Rahn will provide an update on the Atwater business survey at the
October 21, 2015 BRE/R Committee meeting.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Review mission, philosophy, goals and budget. Rahn presented the draft BRE/R Committee
mission and philosophy statements prepared by she and Schmoll (see attached). Committee
members offered suggested changes. Rahn and Marthaler will meet following this meeting and
prepare another draft which will be shared with Schmoll. The revised draft will be presented at the
BRE/R Committee meeting on October 21, 2015.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:02 p.m.

NEXT MEETING—The next regular committee meeting is 11:00 a.m., October 21, 2015, in the EDC
Board Room.
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