KANDIYOHI COUNTY AND CITY OF WILLMAR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (EDC)

BROADBAND AND ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE MEETING

MINUTES
August 31, 2015
EDC Board Room, Willmar

Present:

Mark Boeschen, Travis Bonnema, Bruce DeBlieck, Kathy Dillon, Larry Kleindl, Mike
Malone, Les Nelson, and Donn Winckler

Excused:

Dean Bouta, Linda Kacher, Jean Marthaler, Justin Mattern and David Sisser

Absent:

Gary Geiger, Wes Hompe, Leslie Kelly and Jonathan Marchand

Guests:

Donna Boonstra and Larry Handlin

EDC Staff:

Connie Schmoll, Business Development Specialist

Secretarial:

Nancy Birkeland, Legal & Administrative Assistants, Inc. (LAA)

Connie Schmoll called the meeting to order at approximately 12:00 p.m.

MINUTES—
IT WAS MOVED BY Larry Kleindl, SECONDED BY Mark Boeschen to approve the minutes of
the July 6 and August 3, 2015 meetings. MOTION CARRIED.

REPORTS
Farmfest Rural Broadband Day. Members who attended Farmfest’s Rural Broadband Day had the
following comments:
• the panel seemed optimistic as to obtaining funding in the next legislative session and
were disappointed with the last funding
• they felt those who were interested in broadband expansion need to “make more
noise” as to funding
• there are funds available, but it is limited as to how much you can get at a time
• a hospital representative indicated a great need for broadband services
• those interested in broadband need to speak with their legislators and indicate how
important it is
• state representatives commented there weren’t enough projects requested to support
having more funds
See comments attached made by the panel. Committee members felt the lack of state funds is a
barrier to communities applying as the application process is cumbersome when so little funds are
available. It is believed Swift County will find out if it receives state grant funds around
November 15. In the last legislative session, State Senator Matt Schmit attempted to obtain $100

million for the border-to-border broadband fund and the governor advocated for $30 million.
Funding for broadband needs to be increased, but no one is willing to put a dollar value on it.
Approximately $865 million of state surplus funds was left unallocated after the last session with
little given to broadband.
DFL Caucus meeting. Schmoll, Larry Kleindl and Donn Winckler attended the DFL Caucus meeting
(see notes attached). There seemed to be a lot of finger pointing; everyone is currently talking
about broadband; the stories shared by attendees as to the impact of not having broadband were
the most meaningful. The purpose and focus of this meeting was to make sure the caucus knew
that businesses do not have adequate broadband and provide them with information. A
representative of MVTV attended the meeting and asked for support for its border-to-border grant
application. Anne Treacy, who works with the Blandin broadband programs, reported MN is 23rd in
the nation for having broadband.
Senator Klobuchar’s visit. Schmoll stated Senator Klobuchar’s visit was very organized. She asked
for bios of everyone who was invited to the meeting and was knowledgeable about the area’s
information. Notes from the meeting were distributed (see attached). It appeared Senator
Klobuchar was somewhat surprised with the information provided by those in the Ag sector.
Boonstra stated Senator Klobuchar was very personable, interested in each of the stories
presented and plans to bring them to the Senate floor. Haug Implement’s technician was very
informative on the data he provided. The community should be proud its representatives were
able to speak forthrightly and share their frustrations as to broadband issues. Jerrell Stanley of
Frontier showed a map with a diagonal line through the county where Frontier will be installing
two-string copper DSL lines with CAF (Connect America Fund) funds it received. Schmoll is
receiving calls from businesses in the southeastern part of the county voicing frustrations with
broadband. Senator Klobuchar is in favor of using funds from the Universal Service Fund, which is
funded through fees to home and cell phone users and is unused and available. Mike Malone
suggested asking for an annual allotment rather than one-time funds. At one, time, it is believed
an estimate of $1 billion was given to expand broadband in the state.
Federated Telephone Cooperative conference call. Donn Winckler reported the Region 6
Development Commission informed him Federated Telephone Cooperative (FTC) did its own
feasibility study in Swift County to apply for $5 million from the state border-to-border grant. FTC
requires matching funds for its investment. FTC has stated it will not do a feasibility study in
Kandiyohi County until it is known if Swift County receives the state grant. Travis Bonnema
reported a project from southeast Minnesota to Hutchinson is moving forward with services
through Jaguar Communications. Bonnema will find out more information on this project.
Kerkhoven and Murdock are not eligible for inclusion in the grant because TDS provides services,
which would be the same for communities in Kandiyohi County. FTC representatives attended the
DFL caucus and Klobuchar meetings in Morris. It was recommended Kandiyohi County apply to the
Blandin Foundation for a $50,000 grant to complete a feasibility study as soon as able. The
required match would be split 50/50 between FTC and Kandiyohi County.
Boonstra stated Kandiyohi Power Cooperative can get funds to cooperate in a grant and is
interested. FTC stated there has been a 25% increase in costs to install fiber (20% for prevailing
wage and 5% for fiber). Timing is critical once the state grant is received as everyone places a fiber
order at the same time so it is difficult to get the materials needed. It is believed grants are
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awarded on November 1. An average estimate of $10,000 per location was given to bring fiber to
the home. Bruce DeBlieck stated Entel has fiber to the curb, but not to the home. Mark Boeschen
stated the state’s broadband map shows Willmar to Pennock and along Highway 23 from Spicer to
New London has 100 mg download speeds, which is believed to be Charter’s service area. Copper
is DSL and is distance sensitive. The committee’s message needs to be fiber is what is needed. FTC
suggested a payback of 10 years. Bonnema stated Jennie-O Turkey Store uses 100 mg at all of its
facilities, which serves it just fine. Upload speeds for farmers are not sufficient. Boonstra
commented the county has businesses with cutting-edge technology that will leave if they cannot
get adequate broadband service.
Kleindl suggested this committee write a letter to Representatives Tim Miller and Dave Baker and
Senator Lyle Koenen asking to keep the Office of Broadband open and to keep funding broadband
grants. Kleindl stated Kandiyohi County can bond for broadband, but the impact of a bond would
significantly increase property taxes and residents in the served areas would protest. Committee
members felt the broadband issue needs to come from the state level rather than county.
Boonstra informed the committee she will be in Washington, D.C. in October and is available to
testify on the senate floor if Senator Klobuchar needs someone. Kleindl stated the Association of
Minnesota Counties has a broadband committee that communicates with legislators. Larry
Handlin stated there is also some opportunity to discuss issues at Blandin Foundation’s annual
broadband meeting.
Schmoll and committee chair Dean Bouta will prepare a letter to the legislators and present it at
the next meeting for the entire committee to sign. Look at Jean’s computer; work with Dean
Bouta. Larry Kleindl might have the letter. On next agenda. There are approximately 21,000
buildings in Kandiyohi County, which includes served areas. The served areas will need to be
excluded for the grant application. Boeschen will get the number of buildings in the unserved or
under served areas from Matt Runke for the next meeting.
WiFi community grant. Schmoll reported the grant for WiFi hotspots was received and she will
complete the necessary reports. Kleindl reported $3,000 toward matching funds came from Vision
2040.
Hack20 grant. Schmoll reported Hack20 is September 18-20, which she will attend in order to
complete the necessary grant reports. The committee is in need of more project ideas. At
present, she believes the only app suggestion is one to track the city of Willmar’s yellow bikes and
they hope to have three apps created. Handlin commented there was some interest in an invasive
species app. It was suggested to include an app for the county’s trail system with the yellow bike
app. Kleindl believed Vision 2040 was going to submit an app suggestion for new residents to the
community. Malone suggested an app for the county’s public accesses. Kathy Dillon will ask if the
medical community is in need of an app.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS—There was no unfinished business.
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NEW BUSINESS
New members. By consensus, Larry Handlin and Donna Boonstra were added as members to this
committee.
State grant expression of interest. The state border-to-border grant deadline is December 15 and
an expression of interest to be included in the 2016 grant is October 1, 2015. It was the
committee’s consensus to submit an expression of interest for the 2016 Broadband Infrastructure
Grant Program.

NEXT MEETING—The next meeting is 12 noon, Monday, October 5, 2015, in the EDC board room,
Willmar.

ADJOURNMENT—There being no further business,
IT WAS MOVED, SECONDED AND CARRIED to adjourn the meeting.
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 1:00 p.m.
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