KANDIYOHI COUNTY AND CITY OF WILLMAR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (EDC)

BROADBAND AND ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE MEETING

MINUTES
August 3, 2015
EDC Board Room, Willmar

Present:

Mark Boeschen, Travis Bonnema, Dean Bouta, Bruce DeBlieck, Linda Kacher, Larry
Kleindl, Les Nelson and Donn Winckler

Excused:

Kathy Dillon, Wes Hompe, Jean Marthaler, Justin Mattern and David Sisser

Absent:

Gary Geiger, Leslie Kelly, Mike Malone and Jonathan Marchand

Guests:

Art Benson and Paul Smith

EDC Staff:

Jean Spaulding, Assistant Director; Connie Schmoll, Business Development Specialist

Secretarial:

Diane Beck, Legal & Administrative Assistants, Inc. (LAA)

Jean Spaulding called the meeting to order at approximately 12:02 p.m. followed by self
introductions. Two prospective members were introduced: Art Benson and Paul Smith of Midwest
Aerial Technologies.
MINUTES – The minutes of July 6, 2015 meeting will be approved at the August 31, 2015 meeting.

NEW BUSINESS
Committee chairperson. Spaulding moved the Committee chairperson agenda topic to first on the
agenda and opened the floor up for nominations for chairperson of the Broadband and Advanced
Technology Committee.
IT WAS MOVED BY Larry Kleindl, SECONDED BY Linda Kacher, to nominate Dean Bouta as
chairperson of the Broadband and Advanced Technology Committee. MOTION CARRIED.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Farmfest Rural Broadband Day. Farmfest Rural Broadband day is Tuesday, August 4, 2015.
Attendees from EDC are Travis Bonnema, Jean Marthaler, Donna Boonstra, Donn Winckler, Connie
Schmoll and Jean Spaulding. The Governor’s task force will be in attendance as well as the Lt.
Governor. Spaulding shared a draft Broadband Infrastructure in Rural Minnesota document, which
will be finalized and distributed at Farmfest on Tuesday (see attached). The committee discussed
wireless hot spots being used by Jennie‐O and large farming businesses. The hot spots work well in
lieu of slow DSL service; however, there are data limitations. The best technology for rural areas is
fiber to deliver the upload and download. Discussion was held on how much fiber is available.
Bouta commented providers do not want to invest dollars for high speed access due to the lower

population in rural areas; however, there is a need to work with the providers as there may be
options available. Paul Smith commented this issue is identical to rural electrification. One key
point in the white paper should be to convey to the Governor’s task force the importance and
success of the grants and communicate that rural broadband is extremely important to the large
business farming operations in Kandiyohi County . Linda Kacher feels an impact statement of not
having broadband speed capability in rural areas would be beneficial; also to develop distinct
talking points. Spaulding will finalize the Broadband Infrastructure in Rural Minnesota white paper
to REDstar today for printing.
Blandin WiFi community grant project. The Grant for WiFi hots spots in the Willmar Civic Center,
two wireless routers for Central Community Transit, one router for the Growmobile and two
routers each for New London‐Spicer and Willmar school buses was approved for $17,680 by
Blandin on July 30, 2015. Spaulding will schedule a meeting with the partners to discuss the criteria
and inform them of the process to receive the funds. Schmoll offered to handle the reporting
requirements. Matching funds will be provided by Vision 2040, Curling Club, New London‐Spicer
and Willmar schools, Growmobile and EDC.
Hack20. The Hack2O event will be held on September 18‐20, 2015 at WORKUP at the MinnWest
Technology Campus. The purpose of the event is to bring programmers to the community to work
on potential projects and create applications that benefit the community, drive technology and
promote the community as a technology place. Bouta asked that Schmoll report on the outcome
of the Hack2O event to the Broadband and Advanced Technology Committee at a future meeting.
The planning group will meet today, August 3, 2015 to discuss registration and ensure there is a
good mix of attendees. Kleindl will submit a project to Schmoll.
Federated Telephone Cooperative update. Bouta shared a conference call with Federated
Telephone Cooperative (FTC) is scheduled for 10:00 a.m., Thursday, August 6, 2015 at the EDC
office. The purpose of the conference call is to try and get a feel on how to move forward in
Kandiyohi County due to the lack of grants. Kleindl mentioned Kandiyohi County submitted a letter
of support to FTC for Swift County’s application. Spaulding invited Broadband and Advanced
Technology committee members to attend the conference call.

NEW BUSINESS
September meeting (September 7 is Labor Day). Due to the Labor Day holiday, it was decided the
next meeting will be held at noon, Monday, August 31, 2015 at the EDC.

NEXT MEETING—The next meeting is 12 noon, Monday, August 31, 2015, in the EDC board room,
Willmar.

ADJOURNMENT—There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately
1:00 p.m.
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