
KANDIYOHI COUNTY AND CITY OF WILLMAR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (EDC)

FINANCE COMMITTEE

MINUTES
May 9, 2017

EDC Board Room, Willmar

Present: Matt Behm, Gary Gilman, Kerry Johnson, Les Nelson, Justin Schnichels and Randy
Zinda

Excused: Russ Weeks

Absent: Nick Dalton and Jeff Welker

Staff: Connie Schmoll, Business Development Specialist

Secretarial: Diane Beck, Legal & Administrative Assistants, Inc. (LAA)

Chairperson Matt Behm called the meeting to order at approximately 12:08 p.m. and welcomed
Kerry Johnson to the Finance Committee.

MINUTES—

IT WAS MOVED BY Les Nelson, SECONDED BY Justin Schnichels, to approve the minutes of
the March 14, 2017, Finance Committee as emailed.  MOTION CARRIED.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Historic 313 on Fourth Street update.  Connie Schmoll shared Historic 313's April 2017 financials.  
Schmoll noted a capital equity of $100,000 was contributed by Preservation Alliance of Minnesota
(PAM).  Following PAM’s unannounced visit to Historic 313 in February 2017 to assess the project,
the PAM Board of Directors authorized a Cease & Desist Order on February 17, 2017 with  Willmar
Downtown Development (WDD), took over management of Historic 313 and has met with
contractors and communicated with tenants.  Top priorities include finishing restaurant space for
Spurs, and a potential expansion for Foxhole Brewhouse.  Discussions have been held with the
owners of Foxhole Brewhouse on a potential expansion.  These lease negotiations are expected to
be complete in approximately 30 days. Les Nelson commented he is disappointed that the local
food HUB will not proceed. 



New Minnesotan, LLC loan closing.  Schmoll commented in March 2017, the EDC Finance
committee approved a $30,000 loan for New Minnesotan Realty, LLC, owned by Sahra Gure and
managed by Zack Mahboub.  They currently own West Central Interpreting Services on the second
floor of the former Erickson building.  The loan is part of a $400,000 financing structure that will
enable renovation of the first floor to be called Midtown Market, a business center for six to eight
diverse businesses. Financing included Home State Bank, Southwest Initiative Foundation, EDC, and
Mid‐Minnesota Development Commission.  Engan Associates is in the process of completing
detailed architectural drawings.  Renovations is expected to begin within 30 days. Tenants will
include a Somali grocery store, women’s perfumes and creams store, wedding hall and event
center, bridal consultant and two clothing/accessories stores.  Mahboub is planning an open house
this summer.

REDstar Creative.  Schmoll shared since the EDC’s Finance Committee approved a $30,000 loan in
May of 2016, REDstar has been current with loan payments and has accomplished a number of
projects in the past year. It implemented a new management and billing software which has
enabled the company to better track projects for customers.  REDstar has six primary clients:
Duinincks, ACMC, Prinsco, Heritage Bank, MinnWest Technology Campus and the EDC.  In January
2017, a Digital Marketing Manger was hired in order to grow online strategies for clients and the
company also has a full‐time Marketing Manager.  Schmoll highlighted several brochures and flyers
REDstar has created for the EDC:  EDC brochure, Highway 23 Coalition, Willmar Industrial Park and
MinnWest Technology flyers along with the draft Diverse Agriculture & Renewable Energy
Opportunities flyer.

NEW BUSINESS

Quarterly loan requests. Schmoll reviewed the Revolving Loan Fund and the Entrepreneurs’ Loan
Guarantee Program quarterly loan reports.  Schmoll reported the Happy Family Asian Grocery
Store seems to be doing well and as paid back the majority of its Go Fund Me contributors.  

Other.  Schmoll distributed a flyer from the University of Minnesota Extension entitled Financial
Counseling Offered to Minnesota Farmers (see attached).  Kelly Johnson shared the convention
center project at Little Crow Golf Club is moving forward with construction expected to begin in
September 2017. She also announced a new coffee shop will be opening in the Baker Printing
building in Spicer.

ADJOURNMENT—There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately
12:35 p.m.

NEXT MEETING—The next committee meeting is 12 noon, Tuesday, June 13, 2017 at the EDC office.
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SHOVEL-READY WITH ROOM TO GROW
WILLMAR INDUSTRIAL PARK

Businesses ready to expand and build should consider the expanding industrial park in 
Willmar, Minnesota. It recently gained shovel-ready status, a certification by the 
Department of Employment and Economic Development (DEED), that means the 
planning, zoning, surveys, title work, environmental studies, soils analysis and 
infrastructure engineering are complete to start construction.

The park is just two miles from the Willmar airport, which has available hangar space 
and a modern terminal building. It is also a transportation hub with north/south 
connections via US Highway 71 and MN Highway 23 and east/west connections via US 
Highway 12. Plans to add direct rail car access to the Willmar Industrial Park were also 
recently announced. The site is close to the Burlington Northern Santa Fe switching 
yard connecting Chicago to the Pacific coastal states. Over 30 companies already call 
Willmar Industrial Park home, including Jennie-O Turkey Store, Willmar Poultry 
Company, Mills Parts Center, Willmar Electric Service, RELCO and Chappell Central.

One of only 34  
shovel-ready 

industrial parks in 
Minnesota

Zoned I-1
Light Industry

Easy access to
US Highways 12, 71 
and MN Highway 23

36 platted lots 
available

Contact us:
kandiyohi.com

toll-free 866.665.4556



A CLOSER LOOK
WILLMAR INDUSTRIAL PARK
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Contact us at kandiyohi.com or 
toll-free at 866.665.4556 

OUR ECONOMIC FUTURE DEPENDS ON FOUR-LANE ACCESS 
AND FILLING THE GAPS FROM WILLMAR TO I-94

COMMUNITY

• MnDOT District 8 completed 
environmental reviews, but does 
not currently have funding to 
complete the four-lane gaps. 

• Willmar is the largest outstate 
city without four-lane access.

• A four-lane connection to the 
interstate is essential to West 
Central MN’s economy & 
60,000+ workforce. 

GROWTH

• Accessibility is required to 
attract and retain manufacturing 
jobs, businesses and skilled 
employees.

• Willmar’s $48 million Railroad 
Wye project will provide spur 
line access which also enables 
multimodal transport. 

 

INDUSTRY

• Logistics and warehousing 
businesses with just-in-time 
inventory models require        
four-lane accessibility.

• Safe, reliable transportation is 
crucial for our key industries and 
the traveling public.

• In the six county region, 
585 transportation-related 
businesses with 13,000 
employees will directly benefit.



City of Willmar

City of Spicer

City of New London

City of Paynesville

City of Richmond

These communities 
fully support the 

effort to fill the gaps 
in four-lane access 

on Hwy 23.

7-mile gap from New London to Paynesville

8-mile gap from Paynesville to Richmond

72% of the 53-mile stretch has 
four-lane accessibility.

PROJECT AREA: This map shows the remaining 
two-lane segments between Willmar and I-94
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R E S E A R C H  &  T E C H N O L O G Y
M I N N W E S T  T E C H N O L O G Y  C A M P U S

The serene grounds of the 100-acre MinnWest Technology Campus are more than just lush green

space and lakeside views. Inside the picturesque buildings of this historic campus are companies

on the cutting edge of research and technology innovation -  many of them pioneers in their

respective industries. The campus boasts an array of R&D-focused technology, bioscience, and

animal science companies, including national and global leaders in agriculture and advanced

manufacturing such as Nova-Tech Engineering, Epitopix, Life Science Innovations (LSI), Prinsco,

Inc. and ProCore. 

When the MinnWest Technology Campus opened in 2006, it had 5 businesses with 107 employees

on campus. Today, there are 33 businesses with over 550 employees on campus. There are also 4

state-of-the-art R&D labs including a University of Minnesota Extension Level II clean room

and teaching lab with a DNA sequencing machine - the only one of its kind in Minnesota outside of

the Twin Cities and Mayo Clinic in Rochester.

home
to national & 

global leaders in
ag & advanced
manufacturing

4 R&D labs
Level II clean room
 Teaching lab with

DNA sequencing

regional
business hub

with available
workforce

of 65k+

Info or tours:
kandiyohi.com

mnwesttechnology.com
toll-free 866.665.4556



A  C L O S E R  L O O K

M I N N W E S T  T E C H N O L O G Y  C A M P U S

Info or tours:
kandiyohi.com

mnwesttechnology.com
toll-free 866.665.4556




