
KANDIYOHI COUNTY AND CITY OF WILLMAR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (EDC)

MARKETING AND PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE MEETING

MINUTES
May 23, 2016

WORKUP, Willmar

Present: Donna Boonstra, Shari Courtney, Jean Geselius, Ann Winge Johnson, Heather Koffler
and Mike Negen

Excused:  Julie Redepenning

Absent:  Caroline Chan, Lindsey Donner and Sarah Isdal

Guests: Betsy Bonnema and Jayme Sczublewski of REDstar Creative/WORKUP

Staff: Aaron Backman, Executive Director

Secretarial: Nancy Birkeland, Legal & Administrative Assistants, Inc. (LAA)

Heather Koffler called the meeting to order at approximately 12:06 p.m.

MINUTES—

IT WAS MOVED BY Shari Courtney, SECONDED BY Ann Winge Johnson, to approve the
minutes of the April 25, 2016 meeting as emailed.  MOTION CARRIED.

2016 Marketing Plan.  Backman reviewed a draft of the spring newsletter (see attached).  This
quarter the newsletter will be digital only.  It was suggested to do a press release to area
newspapers and radio stations highlighting key articles and to send the newsletter to the Willmar
Lakes Area Chamber of Commerce to include in its email newsletter.  Committee members
questioned priority 5 identified at the EDC’s Planning Retreat, which states “Enhancing the EDC’s
marketing and public relations activities.”  Backman will provide additional information at the next
meeting.  The committee reviewed background information highlights on the MinnWest
Technology Campus (MWTC) (see attached) that Backman intends to incorporate for marketing the
Campus and a brochure template (see attached) that will be used to feature particular areas of the
community, such as MWTC and the Willmar Industrial Park.  The brochure template was done
through Canva, a free online program (https://www.canva.com).  Discussion included keeping the
template clean with minimal text and possibly do info graphics on the back with more details. 
Backman gave an update on the shovel-ready process for the Willmar Industrial Park.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS—There was no unfinished business.



NEW BUSINESS

Information for newcomers.  Donna Boonstra reported Vision 2040 goal groups have discussed a
website that would contain community information for new residents.  The City of Coon Rapids’
website was shown as an example of a site with good community resource information
http://www.ci.coon-rapids.mn.us/, under the How Do I tab.  Chairperson Koffler stated the Vision
2040 Marketing Committee is working on a redesign of its website and have discussed ownership
of the willmar.com domain.  The City of Willmar’s website is http://www.willmarmn.gov.  The
owners of the willmar.com domain are aware of the Willmar community’s interest in purchasing
the domain.  Committee members indicated a community portal has been discussed for many
years with limited success in obtaining collaboration from area organizations/communities.  Justin
Mattern put the current information on willmar.com and is on the Vision 2040 Marketing
Committee.  Chairperson Koffler believes the EDC’s website contains what it should and contains
information pertinent to the EDC.  It was noted that if there is a community portal website, there
would need to be someone who could update it on a regular basis and that person would need to
be paid.  The consensus was a community portal informational website would be a great resource. 
It was suggested that contact be made with the City of Willmar about this as it is currently
updating its website.

Social Media Rockstar.  Chairperson Koffler stated the 2016 Social Media Rockstar Event is seeking
sponsors.  She will provide sponsorship information to the committee for it to decide if the EDC
could again be a sponsor.  Last year, the event had more than 150 business people attend.  This
year’s event will be at the Willmar Conference Center.

County video.  The committee received a first draft of the script for Kandiyohi County’s online
video.  Backman stated the video will include a variety of areas, including education, tourism and
economic development.

ADJOURNMENT—There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately
1:23 p.m.

NEXT MEETING—The next committee meeting is 12 noon, Monday, June 27, 2016 at WORKUP, 1601
Technology Drive NE, Willmar.
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