
KANDIYOHI COUNTY AND CITY OF WILLMAR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (EDC) 
AGRICULTURE AND RENEWABLE ENERGY DEVELOPMENT (AG) COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 
November 16, 2017 

Christianson PLLP, Willmar 
 

Present: Rollie Boll, Ian Graue, Kevin Halvorson, Dustin Kotrba, Kim Larson and Dan Tepfer 
 
Excused: Jon Folkedahl, Kevin Konsterlie, Dan Lippert and Keith Poier 
 
Absent: Bruce Reuss 
 
Guest:  Fritz Ebinger, J.D., clean Energy Resource Teams 
 
Staff: Connie Schmoll, Business Development Specialist 
 
 
Chairperson Dan Tepfer called the meeting to order at approximately 7:30 a.m.    
 
 
AGENDA—The agenda was approved as emailed with one addition of 5c under Reports, PROCESS 
EXPO.  
 
  
MINUTES— 
 

IT WAS MOVED BY Rollie Boll, SECONDED BY Kim Larson, to approve the minutes of the 
August 17, 2017 meeting as emailed.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY Rollie Boll, SECONDED BY Dustin Kotrba, to approve the minutes of 
the September 21, 2017 meeting as emailed.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 
 
PRESENTATION—Fritz Ebinger of Clean Energy Resource Teams (CERTs) was introduced and gave a 
presentation on Biomass for Poultry (see attached). Ebinger’s presentation included information 
on CERTs and The Viking Project, a wood biomass energy project conducted on a chicken broiler 
growing farm by Albany, Minnesota.  The project used two barns, one as a control barn and one 
for the project, which has so far, proved effective in fuel savings and cost savings compared to 
the control barn that uses LP gas.  Ebinger also reported on grants available for energy saving 
projects, including USDA Renewable Energy for America (REAP) grants, Minnesota Livestock 
Investment Program for lighting and ventilation on livestock farms, and Property Assessed Clean 
Energy (PACE) loan program that frees up capital for projects and allows payback with property 
tax payments.   Ebinger is a resource for assistance with the REAP grants, which can be a lengthy 
application process. 
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REPORTS 
 
West Central Angel Fund I. Connie Schmoll reported that the West Central Angel Fund I has 
secured two additional members.  Deal flow has been abundant.  They are currently vetting 9 
different companies out of nearly 30 that applied for investment.  The Fund has reported it will 
only consider companies that have some funding in place and still have an investment need of at 
least $100K.  
 
Ag Marketing Subcommittee. Kotrba reported that the Marketing Subcommittee has met two 
times since the last full committee meeting.  The group has concentrated their efforts on planning 
an event or events in 2018 in response to the 2017 Ag Producers BRE Survey.  Angelica Hopp of 
Anez Consulting joined in the discussion at yesterday’s meeting.  Three sessions are being 
considered, one on workforce, specifically targeting producers to support their workforce needs.  A 
second would focus on technology in crop production with the target audience being both 
producers for new technology information and the general public to hear more about technology 
being used in agriculture and how technology can benefit food production.  A third event will be 
geared toward consumer education, inviting discussion about food.  Schmoll has been told about a 
movie that college campuses can secure around this issue.  Schmoll will contact Kim Lippert at 
Ridgewater College and inquire about the Food Evolution movie and possibly collaborating on an 
event.  Committee members also suggested asking Kim Lippert if the Ag Committee could partner 
with the next Ridgewater Ag Program’s Soil Social. The first Soil Social was held in August 2017 and 
was well attended. 
 
IMPACT Publication.  Schmoll reported the publication has been well received with many people 
commenting on the value of the data and articles.  The publication certainly told the story of 
agriculture and renewable energy in the County and was instrumental in spreading the word about 
today’s production to the non-ag public.  The EDC has distributed over 100 copies of the 
publication, with more than 20 going to Ridgewater College. 
 
Process Expo.  Schmoll reported on the food processors expo she attended on September 19-22, 
2017, at McCormick Place, Chicago, Illinois.  She distributed the Agriculture and Renewable Energy 
flyer, MinnWest Technology flyer and the Ag Survey Summary to some of the vendors and other 
participants of the expo.  There were over 500 exhibitors who were production equipment 
manufacturers and related industries.  The target audience of the vendors was food processors.  
Logistics companies that Schmoll visited included Ryan Companies, Food Tech, LFM Corporate 
Location Solutions and Lawrence Moretti (Site Selector), with whom she discussed the need for 
dairy processing in Kandiyohi County.   
 
Minnesota vendors she visited included: 1) DCI of St. Cloud, a manufacturer of stainless tanks, dairy 
equipment and other food processing equipment. They are competitors of and work collaboratively 
with RELCO; 2) Razors Edge of Ely. They deal in blades and sharpening for any type blade—many 
used in food processing; and 3) FOSS of Eden Prairie, which deal in analytic solutions for food 
processors and X-ray technology. 
 
China companies were together in a separate section. They did not display equipment, but featured 
pamphlets and books showing their processing equipment.  Yangzi Machinery, for instance, makes 
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everything for noodle processing. Equipment for this company includes vacuum dough mixers and 
mixing tanks, aging machines, rolling equipment, drying ovens, dough sheet folders, noodle 
forming and cutting machines, starch spreaders, noodle crushers and noodle conveyors.  Once the 
product is complete, there is packaging, labeling, loading and transporting to be done. 
 
Other equipment exhibitors showcased cookie mixing, baking, freezing, i.e., meats (grilling and 
slicing), mixing and more.  There are several companies that have developed new technologies for 
locating and removing contaminants and foreign objects such as metal from food (analytic 
laboratory instruments).  Schmoll also visited with packing company representatives. One company 
makes packing inserts that absorb the liquid in meat packages in grocery stores. Schmoll reported 
she promoted Kandiyohi County and Willmar’s Industrial Park for development/expansion to those 
with whom she visited. 
 
  
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Ag/Renewable Energy community happenings/projects.  Schmoll and Tepfer reported that the 
West Central CERTS Steering Committee meets tomorrow to review and make recommendations 
on funding seed grants for energy saving projects.   
 
Tepfer reported on the hydroponic project that is near completion just west of New London on 
Highway 40.  Lettuce Abound will grow salad greens in a clean medium inside a controlled 
environment using very little square feet of space.  Tepfer stated the energy use for lighting in this 
business will be substantial enough that rebates are being offered to the company by Kandiyohi 
Power Company. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT—There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 
9:10 a.m.  

 
 

NEXT MEETING—The next regular meeting is 7:30 a.m., Thursday, December 21, 2017, at 
Christianson, PLLP, Willmar. 
 
 
 


















































































