KANDIYOHI COUNTY AND CITY OF WILLMAR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (EDC)

BROADBAND AND ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE MEETING

MINUTES
January 9, 2017
Kandiyohi County Health & Human Services Building, Willmar

Present:

Mark Boeschen, Travis Bonnema, Donna Boonstra, Dean Bouta, Kathy Dillon,
Larry Kleindl, Brian Mort, Les Nelson, David Sisser and Donn Winckler

Excused:

Bruce DeBlieck, Scott Froemming, Larry Handlin and Michelle Marotzke

Staff:

Connie Schmoll, Business Development Specialist

Secretarial:

Nancy Birkeland, Legal & Administrative Assistants, Inc. (LAA)

Chairperson Dean Bouta called the meeting to order at approximately 12:00 p.m.

MINUTES—
IT WAS MOVED BY Donn Winckler, SECONDED BY Donna Boonstra, to approve the
minutes of the December 5, 2016 meeting as emailed. MOTION CARRIED.

REPORTS—Donn Winckler created a list of all of the recommendations by the Governor’s Task
Force on Broadband from its December 2016 Annual Report (see attached). The state has a
strong focus on utilization of broadband, including in schools and libraries. Subsidies for lowincome people to obtain broadband was also a recommendation, including a strong
recommendation for a computer donation program. It was noted this committee also plans to
look at a local computer donation program.
Winckler reported he mentioned the state’s housing development recommendation to the
Vision 2040 housing subcommittee. Mark Boeschen reported a business constructing in the
Willmar Industrial Park was surprised to find there is no broadband in the shovel-ready site.
Chairperson Bouta stated a meeting was held with local providers when the Industrial Park was
done and the road to Jennie-O Turkey Store was moved, but the providers were not interested
in coordinating installation of broadband. It was noted providers will not use pre-existing
conduit as they want their own. The state is promoting the dig once policy. Larry Kleindl
stated when Kandiyohi County redoes a road, they contact all providers, which generally do
nothing.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Border-to-Border grant application. Connie Schmoll reported she has been contacting the
state, which hoped to have the broadband grants awarded by the end of the year, but nothing
has been received as of today. The state received 62 applications from more than 30 counties.
Nineteen locations on Kandiyohi County’s grant application were challenged by incumbent
providers. Schmoll has contacted other providers and Gardonville Cooperative Telephone
Association is interested in doing a grant application in 2017 for a small project. Gardonville
would be interested in coming to a committee meeting. New Ulm Telecom is interested in
plowing to particular businesses. CenturyLink is ready to start its project soon. It will add 400+
residents and businesses, however, it was noted copper will be used and the service is DSL. It
was noted that if an incumbent contested the grant application, it must meet the state’s
broadband requirements.

NEW BUSINESS
Meeting with Rep. Dave Baker. Chairperson Bouta reported he, Kleindl, Donna Boonstra and
Schmoll met with Baker about the opportunity given to incumbents to contest grant
applications, requesting continued and long-term funding for broadband. The Minnesota
Broadband Alliance also contacted Rep. Baker requesting he support broadband funding of
$100 million. It was noted Rep. Baker supports the incumbents being allowed to contest the
grant applications as it got them to the table and more homes will now have internet soon,
however, this committee feels the technology that will be installed by the incumbents is
outdated. Rep. Baker informed the group there weren’t enough legislators willing to change
the incumbent language. The committee is concerned that this will create pockets of areas
with service and disappointed that the language allows the incumbents to not do anything for
two years and that they are allowed to install old technology. Rep. Baker asked this committee
to be willing to look at other technology—a provider is pushing wireless in the legislature.
Fixed 5G wireless is available, but the distance is no good and bandwidth is not available.
Schmoll reported WildFire 5G is installing its technology in Willmar using UHF towers. The
committee agreed to invite Kody Aasen to the February meeting to talk about WildFire 5G.
Schmoll spoke with Jacki Anderson, the new representative in Collin Peterson’s Willmar office,
who is a proponent of broadband and willing to support local broadband. Joanne Hovis told
Schmoll to watch for any broadband efforts after President Trump is in office. Schmoll
reported she is meeting this week with Rep. Andrew Lang to make sure he is aware of this
committee and representatives are willing to testify, if needed.
Membership. The committee is in favor of Kody Aasen joining the committee, if he is not
associated with a provider. Aasen’s role with WildFire 5G will be clarified.
Small group reports. The small group reports on Adoption, Community Toolkit/Stakeholders,
Legislative Contacts and Marketing were distributed (see attached). Boeschen stated he was
contacted by PCs for People and was used by them when the give away was held at the
Willmar Jr. High. PCs for People has a program in place to give away computers, but there has
been no local representative. Kleindl noted Kandiyohi County recycles computers every three

years, but they are required to destroy them. Boeschen will obtain a contact for PCs for People
and Winckler will check with the Area Agency on Aging on its programs. This committee will
begin laying the groundwork to keep moving forward with a new project. It is not believed that
CTC will work on another grant for Kandiyohi County, however, Federated Telephone
Cooperative is showing interest again.
Committee members volunteered to work on the following project areas:
Adoption–Mark Boeschen, Travis Bonnema, Dave Sisser and Donn Winckler
Community Toolkit/Stakeholders—Dean Bouta and Connie Schmoll
•
Bouta and Schmoll will work with all vendors and legislators and asked if others
should be included. Membership in the Minnesota Broadband Alliance is
approximately $7,000 per year. Kleindl stated the Association of Minnesota
Counties has a lobbyist for broadband.
•
Need to keep working on stories from individuals, who do not have service.
Legislative Contacts—Donna Boonstra, Larry Kleindl, Brian Mort and Les Nelson
Marketing—Mark Boeschen, Kathy Dillon and Michelle Marotzke (will be asked)
•
Need to educate people about the need for broadband.
•
Broadband is not on rural legislators’ radars.
Each project area was asked to identify two to three topics they can start to address now. The
next committee meeting will focus on the project areas and brainstorming. It was suggested
the project areas have a work session every other month during the committee meetings.
Chairperson.
IT WAS MOVED, SECONDED AND CARRIED to re-elect Dean Bouta as chairperson.
Other. Winckler reported Meeker County is creating a broadband committee. Renville County
has not met as a group, but has discussed what it should do.

ADJOURNMENT—There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately
1:15 p.m.

NEXT MEETING—The next meeting is 12 noon, February 6, 2017, at the Kandiyohi County Health
& Human Services Building, Willmar.

