
KANDIYOHI COUNTY AND CITY OF WILLMAR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (EDC)

BROADBAND AND ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE MEETING

MINUTES
December 2, 2019

Kandiyohi County Health & Human Services Building, Willmar

Present: Mark Boeschen, Donna Boonstra, Dean Bouta, Bruce DeBlieck, Roger Imdieke, Michelle
Marotzke, Rollie Nissen, Glenn Otteson, Gregg Price, David Sisser and Donn Winckler

Excused: Les Nelson

Absent: Scott Froemming, Brian Mort and Ramsey Schaffnit

Staff: Connie Schmoll, Business Development Manager

Secretarial: Nancy Birkeland, Legal & Administrative Assistants, Inc. (LAA)

Chairperson Mark Boeschen called the meeting to order at approximately 12:07 p.m.

AGENDA—There were no changes to the agenda.

MINUTES—

IT WAS MOVED BY Rollie Nissen, SECONDED BY Dave Sisser, to approve the Minutes of the
November 4, 2019 meeting as emailed.  MOTION CARRIED.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Township projects.  Connie Schmoll reported the EDC sent a letter to approximately 2,035 residents
and businesses in Dovre, Mamre and St. Johns Townships informing them of the survey.  The surveys
were mailed with a return envelope to Compass Consultants and, to date, Compass Consultants has
received 262 surveys.  There is a QR code to track responses.  Schmoll received screenshots with the
served areas removed.  Schmoll will obtain a timeline of what has been done and what needs to be
done.  Sisser stated he will be speaking at the Dovre Township meeting tomorrow night.  Glen Otteson
voiced concern with homeowners having to pay for drops to their homes, noting if that is the case,
people will not sign up for service.  Schmoll noted service must be brought to the home to qualify for a
state Border-to-Border Grant and Compass Consultants was directed to include those costs to comply
with the state grant requirements.  Schmoll noted she invited Mark Birkholz of Arvig to attend this
committee’s January meeting.  Chairperson Boeschen stated he has an individual willing to be a
champion of the project and encouraged other committee members to note other champions. 
Schmoll suggested an Education Task Force be created and meet in February to gather information to
answer anticipated questions by residents in the three townships.  The following volunteered to be on
the Education Task Force for the three townships:  Marotkzke, Schmoll, Nissen and Sisser. 



NEW BUSINESS

Digital inclusion.  Schmoll reported she watched a webinar that was more related to getting high
school and college students interested in IT and to raise awareness of technology careers.  Donn
Winckler stated the Area Agency on Aging has held classes for senior citizens, but he doesn’t know if
they are still being done.  Michelle Marotzke stated Willmar Municipal Utilities Commission has
discussed having a class on how to use its new app.  It was suggested that how to secure your
computer may be the most important topic to teach.  Schmoll noted that in order to write a
broadband grant application, we must have an education component and requested a task force be
formed relative to digital inclusion.  Schmoll suggested the Digital Inclusion Task Force meet for an
hour immediately following the January 6th committee meeting.  Schmoll stated the Digital Inclusion
Task Force would come up with a plan on how to teach adoption and utilize broadband.  Winckler
noted inclusion was a component of a previous Blandin grant and included PCs for People.  It was
questioned if the public library holds classes or community education.  The first task could be to
investigate what is already being done.  Winckler volunteered to attend the first task force meeting,
however, he is retiring the end of January.  Winckler will contact the Area Agency on Aging.  Bruce
DeBlieck indicated he will be gone until the first of February, but volunteered to research what the
library and community education may be doing.  Schmoll will contact PCs for People.

REPORTS

Blandin Innovation Conference.  Donna Boonstra reported Blandin’s conference was excellent and left 
attendees excited about what is being done in broadband.  She noted that even if there is telehealth,
the person must still have someone come to their home.  The film Farm Forward was shown and
shows technology and farming.  Boonstra recommended committee members watch the film, which
can be found on YouTube.  Other topics included exercising for elderly; a Somalian gentleman, who is
a software programmer and holds coding classes for young Somali women in Minneapolis.  Schmoll
indicated this committee could do more to target our community as an Intelligent Rural Community
(see attached notes from Intelligent Community Forum).  Presentations included member-owned
cooperatives and Meeker County’s Vibrant Broadband and many conversations about wired versus
wireless.  See Boonstra’s conference summary attached.

High-Speed Broadband Conference in Virginia.  Schmoll reported she and Boonstra also attended the
Broadband Communities Summit in Alexandria, Virginia, “High-Speed Broadband: Driving America’s
Growth”.  The theme was world class broadband in 2020; the haves and have nots (low-income
families who cannot afford broadband) and the need to focus on solutions.  Schmoll encouraged
reading her notes from the conference (see attached).  Kandiyohi County is considered a blindspot. 
Until everyone has speeds of 10/1, the USDA will not put money into higher speeds.  Boonstra stated
each workshop had a panel with a moderator.  One panelist Mike Bosch of RG Fiber, Baldwin City,
Kansas, found a way to bring broadband to his community.  This committee may wish to invite Bosch
to come to Kandiyohi County.  Bosch had already researched our community the day after Boonstra
spoke with him.  The conference spoke a lot about rural cooperatives providing broadband.  It was
stated the next Olympics will require 8K and telemedicine will be increasing.

Meetings in Washington, D.C.  Schmoll reported she and Boonstra traveled to Washington, D.C. and
met with staff of federal legislators Tina Smith, Amy Klobuchar and Collin Peterson.  They were
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informed that all of the Minnesota legislators have some type of broadband project going on and all
are looking into Medicare payments.  Schmoll presented each with a handout on High-Speed
Broadband for Kandiyohi County/Rural Minnesota (see attached).  Schmoll requested that each time a
provider completes a project the maps be required to be updated.  Boonstra stated they were well
received by each office and staff was very receptive and interested in what they could do.  

Minnesota Rural Broadband Coalition.  Chairperson Boeschen stated he will be attending the
conference call this week.

ADJOURNMENT—There being no further business,

IT WAS MOVED, SECONDED AND CARRIED to adjourn the meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:50 p.m.

NEXT MEETING—The next committee meeting is 12 noon, Monday, January 6, 2020 at the Kandiyohi
County Health & Human Services Building, Willmar, followed by the Digital Inclusion Task Force
meeting at 1:00 p.m.
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