KANDIYOHI COUNTY AND CITY OF WILLMAR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (EDC)
AGRICULTURE AND RENEWABLE ENERGY DEVELOPMENT (AG) COMMITTEE

MINUTES

August 17, 2017
Christensen PLLP, Willmar
Present:

Rollie Boll, Ian Graue, Dustin Kotrba, Larry Konsterlie, Kim Larson, Dan Lippert,
Bruce Reuss and Dan Tepfer

Excused:

Arvind Auluck-Wilson, Jon Folkedahl, Kevin Halvorson and Keith Poier

Absent:

John Duevel

Guest:

Carolyn Lange, West Central Tribune

Staff:

Connie Schmoll, Business Development Specialist

Secretarial:

Diane Beck, Legal & Administrative Assistants, Inc.

Chairperson Dan Tepfer called the meeting to order at approximately 7:40 a.m.
AGENDA—The agenda was approved as emailed.
MINUTES— Dan Lippert noted a change in the July 12, 2017 Ag Committee minutes under Ag
Marketing Subcommittee regarding the location of the Soil Social planned at Ridgewater
College on August 17th. The Soil Social will be held at Ridgewater College not at the Lippert farm.
The July 12, 2017 minutes were approved with the change.
IT WAS MOVED BY Kevin Halvorson, SECONDED BY Rollie Boll to approve the July 20, 2017
minutes with the change noted. MOTION CARRIED.
REPORTS
West Central Angel Fund I. Connie Schmoll passed around the new West Central Angel Fund I
information from the website. Tepfer asked if they are doing marketing. Schmoll reported they
have asked for photos of the area to use for a brochure and that the EDC offered to assist with
design of a marketing brochure.

Ag Marketing Subcommittee. Dustin Kotrba provided an overview of the August 16th meeting
and shared the results of a survey to Ag Committee members regarding topics for the 2018 Ag
Workshop. Committee members discussed at length possible content and format for a 2018 Ag
Workshop and a possible partnership with the West Central Ag Sales Association. According to
committee member survey, the top topics are:
•
•
•
•

Water Quality
Workforce/Talent
Public Perception of Agriculture
Emerging Crop Opportunities/Niche Farming/Renewable Energy

Kotrba mentioned the topics selected are aligned with the 2016 Ag BRE Survey results. He
asked the Ag Committee members for suggestions on how the Ag Marketing Subcommittee
should move forward with the planning of the 2018 Ag Workshop. Larson shared agendas from
two past agriculture conferences and commented the conferences were largely panel
discussions that included sponsors and attendance fees. Larry Konsterlie suggested
incorporating an event for both consumers and ag producers with the ag producers’ event in
the afternoon and overlap with consumers later afternoon/evening. Schmoll mentioned
marketing the event as a tribute to producers in the county. Briefly discussed a location for the
event. Konsterlie shared information on the 2016 corn grower’s family event at Robbins Island
and he agreed to provide contact name(s) to Schmoll. Lippert stated a high-powered speaker
would be a large draw for the event and be more attractive for sponsors. Discussion held to
also invite CUB Foods, Culver’s and Jennie-O- Turkey Store. Committee members were in favor
of partnering with West Central Ag Sales Association. Schmoll will contact someone from the
USDA and the Minnesota Department of Agriculture regarding the message they suggest
sharing with the public. Chair Kotrba stated the 2018 Ag Workshop suggestions will be
discussed at the next Ag Marketing Subcommittee and the outcomes shared at the Ag
Committee meeting on September 21st.
Chair Tepfer reported the Ag Marketing Subcommittee will be formalized as to meeting date,
time, agendas and minutes. At yesterday’s meeting, the subcommittee concurred with having a
booth at the 2017 Ag and Animal Science Conference on September 26, 2017 at the MinnWest
Technology Campus. The EDC will staff a booth and be a networking break sponsor. Schmoll
discussed the content of the tri-fold display for the booth. The subcommittee concurred with
using the ad placed in the Business In Focus magazine and approved the following items for the
booth: business cards, condensed version of the Ag Survey, copies of the Diverse Agriculture &
Renewable Energy Opportunities flyer (see attached) and provide a sign-up opportunity for
Constant Contact mailing list. A drawing will be held for the agriculture-themed basket that has
not been claimed from the 2017 Willmar Ag Show. Discussion held on attending trade shows to
market the community for ag development; Schmoll is planning to attend the PROCESS EXPO in
Chicago, Illinois, on September 19-22, 2017, as an observer and stated if the conference proves
to be an avenue to promote development for Kandiyohi County, the EDC may staff a booth at
next year’s Process Expo. Konsterlie inquired about the budget and Schmoll stated the 2017
Ag/RE budget has been finalized; however, the Ag/RE Committee should discuss the 2019

budget prior to submission to the EDC Joint Operations Board. The 2018 A/REg Committee
budget will be placed on next month’s agenda.
CTC Broadband update. Schmoll reported Consolidated Telecommunications Company (CTC)
declined the $4.9 million state Border-to-Border grant awarded for the project in Kandiyohi
County as it was determined its costs to do the project had increased by $1.2 million. Schmoll
reported there was a lot of interest in the project and felt it would have been a success.
Following the announcement, the EDC received several calls from wireless providers interested
in projects in the county; however, the cost for services for slower internet would be more than
the proposed CTC fiber project. She reiterated the goal of the EDC is to secure a company to
install fiber to provide high-speed internet service to rural Kandiyohi County residents.
[Chair Tepfer was excused from the meeting]
[Vice Chair Konsterlie began conducting the meeting]
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Review of Membership/Membership Process. Vice Chair Konsterlie reviewed the 2017 Ag
Committee attendance list and quorum requirement. Schmoll shared the EDC’s Policies and
Procedures Manual states that committee members who are absent three meetings in a row
without notice to the EDC office, may be eliminated from the committee by EDC Joint
Operations Board action. Discussion was held on how to approach the issue. Keith Poier
suggested sending letters to two committee members asking if they plan to continue as
member of the Ag Committee. Lippert discussed the possibility of having an advisory status for
inactive members.
IT WAS MOVED BY Dan Lippert, SECONDED BY Keith Poier, to establish an Agriculture
and Renewable Energy Development Committee Advisory status membership.
Committee members concurred that Schmoll send letters to current members asking if
they want to remain members or prefer to be an advisory status. MOTION CARRIED.
NEW BUSINESS
Ag/Renewable Energy Community Events/Projects. Konsterlie mentioned the Soil Social event
at Ridgewater College will be held this afternoon and he plans to attend. Schmoll asked
Konsterlie to provide an update at the next Ag Committee meeting on September 21, 2017.
Konsterlie reminded committee members of the Jam the Stands/Fan Appreciation Night at the
Kandiyohi Raceway with free admission sponsored by the Kandiyohi County Corn and Soybean
Growers along with the Renville County Corn and Soybean Growers, Meeker County Corn
Growers, and Bushmills Ethanol Plant have teamed up with NAPA Auto Parts. Schmoll
mentioned a recent shrimp farm article in the West Central Tribune. Simply Shrimp, LLC is

located in Blomkest and owned by Paul Damhof. Shrimp farming is a new growing farming
niche in the area. Boll announced that Bushmills Ethanol is expanding and will increase ethanol
production by 20-25%.
Other. Larson mentioned the absence of renewable energy topics on recent Ag Committee
agendas, which may be a reason some committee members are not attending. Schmoll stated
she continues to research renewable energy efforts and that the upcoming Impact magazine
published by the West Central Tribune will contain renewable energy articles. Keith Poier
indicated there are groups working on renewable energy from agriculture products. Schmoll
will invite an AURI representative to a future Ag Committee meeting to discuss this project on
biomass energy in a chicken barn.
ADJOURNMENT—There being no further business,
IT WAS MOVED BY Kim Larson, SECONDED BY Dan Lippert to adjourn the meeting. MOTION
CARRIED.
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:04 a.m.
NEXT MEETING—The next regular Ag Committee meeting is 7:30 a.m., Thursday, September 21,
2017, at Christianson PLLP, 302 Fifth Street SW, Willmar.

