KANDIYOHI COUNTY AND CITY OF WILLMAR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (EDC)

BROADBAND AND ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE MEETING

MINUTES
July 10, 2017
Kandiyohi County Health & Human Services Building, Willmar

Present:

Mark Boeschen, Travis Bonnema, Donna Boonstra, Dean Bouta, Kathy Dillon, Scott
Froemming, Larry Handlin, Larry Kleindl, Michelle Marotzke, Brian Mort, Les Nelson, David
Sisser and Donn Winckler

Excused:

Bruce DeBlieck

Guest:

Rollie Nissen, Kandiyohi County Commissioner

Staff:

Connie Schmoll, Business Development Specialist

Secretarial:

Nancy Birkeland, Legal & Administrative Assistants, Inc. (LAA)

Chairperson Dean Bouta called the meeting to order at approximately 12:01 p.m.

MINUTES—
IT WAS MOVED BY Mark Boeschen, SECONDED BY David Sisser, to approve the minutes of the
June 5, 2017 meeting as emailed. MOTION CARRIED.

BORDER-TO-BORDER GRANT PROJECT—Chair Bouta reported a conference call was held on June 28, 2017
between Consolidated Telecommunications Company’s (CTC) officers; Kandiyohi County representatives;
Connie Schmoll; Rep. Dave Baker; Kevin Beyer of Federated Telephone Cooperative and Danna
MacKenzie, Executive Director of the Minnesota Office of Broadband Development. At that meeting, CTC
voiced its concern that although 42% of the project area was signed up, only 21% had sent in the $25
deposit and because of that, CTC would be unable to do the project. With only 21% committing to the
project, CTC and Beyer stated the project would be $2-3 million short. Kleindl and Schmoll negotiated
with CTC that the public was never given a deadline by which they had to sign up and pay a deposit and
CTC was agreeable to giving the public a deadline of July 24, 2017. Schmoll was pleased that CTC was
open to a deadline and agreed the EDC will help market the project more. CTC provided the EDC with lists
of the individuals who signed up for the project, those who have paid and those who paid, but did not sign
up through Crowd Fiber. Approximately 90 more sign ups and 330 more deposits are needed by the
deadline. Schmoll distributed information on the meeting with CTC and plans to promote the project (see
attached).
County Commissioner Roger Imdieke met with West Central Tribune to write an article and County
Commissioner Rollie Nissen and Schmoll were on KWLM’s Open Mic this morning to announce the
deadline. The deadline given to the public is July 21, 2017. Radio ads to be paid for by Kandiyohi County
have been recorded and Lakeland Broadcasting will use portions of today’s Open Mic interviews in future
news reports. The ads say that the $5 million grant will be returned to the state for another area to use, if

signups and deposits are not met. Imdieke, Nissen and Dave Baker will write letters to the editor. Kleindl
will ask County Commissioner Harlan Madsen to promote the project deadline when he is on Open Mic on
July 19. Marotzke will ask John Harren to write a letter to the editor. CTC has agreed to email Schmoll
daily with names of additional sign ups and deposits paid. The EDC will send a letter to those who signed
up, but have not yet paid. CTC is sending self-addressed envelopes to enclose with the letter. Those who
area available are asked to help address and stuff the letters at 5:30 p.m., July 12, at the Oaks. Help is also
needed to follow up with phone calls and Schmoll has a script that can be used. A table will be set up at
the New London Legion on July 17 from 4-6 p.m. for individuals to stop by and pay their deposit and
obtain more information, if they are not yet signed up. Schmoll distributed a schedule of events during
New London Water Days at which the project will be marketed and asked committee members to help
(see attached). Imdieke and Michelle Marotzke will deliver flyers to New London businesses to post. A
flyer will also be selectively handed out during the New London parade. Unfortunately, payment of the
deposit cannot be made online, but individuals may call CTC and make a payment over the telephone.
Scott Froemming offered information to be distributed during Kandiyohi Power Cooperative’s event at the
Stingers game this week. The committee agreed it is important to communicate the same message to the
public, create a sense of urgency and not focus on a negative message. Schmoll will keep the committee
updated as the deadline approaches.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS—
Continuation of Hack 20. Larry Handlin reported he has not found anyone interested in taking over
Hack20, however, he has not yet checked with WORKUP. The RITA grant has ended and Hack20 will not
continue after August 15, 2017, if a coordinator is not found.

NEW BUSINESS—Donn Winckler stated he assisted Meeker County in applying for grant to do a feasibility
study. Chair Bouta stated the Blandin Broadband newsletter included information on MVTV providing
higher speeds to some customers. Saturday’s West Central Tribune had an article on broadband. Dave
Sisser reported Spectrum is starting to lay fiber in the Industrial Park and other areas for 25 mg with a 60
month commitment for $360 per month—installation is at no charge if the build is under $20,000.
Chair Bouta thanked committee members and Commissioners Nissen and Imdieke, who have been door
knocking in the project area and promoting the project. Schmoll stated it is important to thank those who
have signed up with CTC.

ADJOURNMENT—There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:48 p.m.

NEXT MEETING—The next meeting is 12 noon, August 7, 2017, at the Kandiyohi County Health & Human
Services Building, Willmar.
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