
KANDIYOHI COUNTY AND CITY OF WILLMAR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (EDC)

BROADBAND AND ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE

MINUTES
April 1, 2019

Kandiyohi County Health & Human Services Building, Willmar

Present: Mark Boeschen, Donna Boonstra, Dean Bouta, Bruce DeBlieck, Scott Froemming,
Roger Imdieke, Michelle Marotzke, Les Nelson, Rollie Nissen, Gregg Price, Ramsey
Schaffnit, David Sisser and Donn Winckler

Absent: Travis Bonnema and Brian Mort

Excused: Connie Schmoll

Secretarial: Nancy Birkeland, Legal & Administrative Assistants, Inc.

Chairperson Mark Boeschen called the meeting to order at approximately 12:04 p.m. and declared
a quorum was present. 

MINUTES—

IT WAS MOVED BY Donn Winckler, SECONDED BY Michelle Marotzke, to approve the
Minutes of the March 4, 2019 meeting as emailed.  MOTION CARRIED.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS—

Presentations to Townships.  Michelle Marotzke, Dave Sisser and Ramsey Schaffnit attended the
Green Lake Township meeting last Thursday night.  Marotzke reported a TDS representative was at
the meeting requesting a franchise for IP TV.  A big concern for the township was that the
township is covered by two providers, TDS and CenturyLink.  If the EDC partners with one provider
for a project, will that provider only cover their territory and not the part of the township covered
by the other provider.  Dave Sisser reported TDS has some fiber to the nodes, but nothing to
populated space.  TDS has fiber runs through a good portion of Green Lake Township.  

[Les Nelson joined the meeting.]

Committee members felt it may be worth speaking with TDS to see if it is willing to partner on a
project.  The township representatives received good education about fiber and wireless. 
Approximately nine people attended the meeting, most of whom were township board members. 
Attendees expressed their dissatisfaction to the TDS representative in attendance.  It was good for
TDS to hear about broadband in the county.  The township is to contact Connie Schmoll if they are
interested in having a public meeting.  The township was concerned that everyone would be taxed. 
Schmoll’s PowerPoint Presentation used at the township meeting was distributed to the



committee (see attached).  The presentation included information about fiber to the node and
fiber to the premise and why they are superior to copper.  Ramsey Schafnitt stated the slide with
the website for speed testing needs to be corrected to www.checkspeedminnesota.com.  This
should be done before other presentations are given.  Presentations are scheduled with St. Johns
Township on April 8th at 1:30 p.m. at Pennock City Hall and Mamre Township at 8:00 p.m. 
Marotzke will attend and Sisser will try to attend both meetings.

NEW BUSINESS—There was no new business.

REPORTS

Minnesota Rural Broadband Coalition.  Chair Boeschen reported Schmoll, Donna Boonstra and
Roger Imdieke will be attending Broadband Day at the Capital on April 3, 2019.  Rollie Nissen
indicated he may also attend.  Meetings are set up with Senator Lang at 11:30 a.m. in a committee
room and with Rep. Baker at 2:00 p.m. at the State Office Building and 11:30 a.m.  It was the
consensus that this committee’s message to the legislators is to continue funding for the Office of
Broadband and the state grants and that the incumbent policy relative to the state grant
application remains an issue.  It was reported that a provider cannot use CAF II and the state grant
for one project.  Sisser reported TDS has not done any of the work it promised during the last grant
process.  Scott Froemming asked if any language has been drafted relative to changing the
incumbent policy?  Boonstra replied that language was submitted a couple of years ago, but it was
not approved. 

[Gregg Price joined the meeting.]

Meeker County project.  Froemming reported he and Schmoll met with Tim Mergen of Meeker
Cooperative Light & Power Association as to its $23 million broadband project.  Meeker
Cooperative is using RUS (Rural Utilities Service) funds for fiber to substations and no other grants. 
The first part of its project is fiber to the substations and then installing 45 120' poles for fixed
wireless.  The cost to cover Meeker County is $70 million.  It is installing 150 miles of fiber
backbone and 120 miles fiber-to-the-home (FTTH).  It will be 50/50 underground vs. overhead. 
Meeker Cooperative is working with Pulse and NeoNova out of Raleigh, North Carolina, to design
and build the service packages and billing processes.  The project will create 10 new jobs—five
have already been hired.  They are advertising 25/3 as the speed, but FTTH will do better.  

[Roger Imdieke joined the meeting.]

One issue Meeker Cooperative has encountered is working with landowners to install poles on
their property.  Its service is called Vibrant Broadband.  The program has managed services where
Meeker Cooperative can look into the home for issues.  It is still working on the back haul part. 
CenturyLink and Windstream fell through; it is now looking to work with Arvig.  One of the
companies did the study.  The cost for minimum service is $65 less $5 per month for members. 
The estimated completion is in two years; the first phase will be done this year and the second
phase next year.  Meeker Cooperative estimates it will start making money in 10 years.  It is
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covering its entire service area, which includes part of Kandiyohi County.  There was good public
support.  The project has some competition with MVTV, LTD, Arvig and HughesNet.  

Donn Winckler announced Meeker County recently lost its economic development staff person.  

Schaffnit stated speed test reports are done by the number of pings by zip code.  Boeschen stated
that is not really a valid test.  The website does ask what kind of equipment you are using.  Roger
Imdieke stated the National Association of Counties uses www.naco.org/testit for speed tests.

ADJOURNMENT—

IT WAS MOVED, SECONDED AND CARRIED to adjourn the meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:40 p.m. 

NEXT MEETING—The next committee meeting is 12 noon, Monday, May 6, 2019 at Kandiyohi
County Health & Human Services Building, Room 2057, Willmar.
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