
 

 

KANDIYOHI COUNTY AND CITY OF WILLMAR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (EDC) 
AGRICULTURE & RENEWABLE ENERGY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 
March 21, 2019 

Christianson PLLP, Willmar 
 
 
Present: Rollie Boll, Ian Graue, Dustin Kotrba, Kim Larson, Dan Lippert and Keith Poier  
 
Excused: Kevin Halvorson and Dan Tepfer 
 
Absent: Bruce Reuss and Larry Konsterlie 
 
Guests: Mike Youngerberg, Senior Director of Product Development & Commercialization, 

Minnesota Soybean Growers Association and Chad and Krista Willis 
 
Staff:   Connie Schmoll, Business Development Specialist and Aaron Backman, Executive 

Director 
 
Secretarial: Diane Beck, Legal & Administrative Assistants, Inc. 
 
 
Past Vice Chair Dustin Kotrba called the meeting to order at approximately 7:35 a.m. and declared a 
quorum was not present. 
 
 
AGENDA—There was not a quorum present. 
 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS— 
 
Connie Schmoll introduced and welcomed Mike Youngerberg and shared a brief bio. 
 
Soybeans.  Youngerberg reported there has been a huge effect on the soybean industry without the 
exports to China and the African Swine Flu in China is taking a toll on its hog industry which may be 
10% of China’s export market.  About half the soybean oil is going into the biodiesel market with 
approximately 2.9 billion gallons of B100 is going to various markets. There are three biodiesel 
plants in Minnesota: Brewster, Albert Lea and Isanti, which produce a combined 85 million gallons 
of B100. Consumption continues to grow in other areas, but is somewhat hampered by the 
renewable fuel standards; there is legislation introduced to aid the soybean industry. Youngerberg 
provided an update on the biodiesel markets throughout the United States which continue to grow. 
Another market that is growing steadily is renewable hydrogen carbon biodiesel which is a stand-
alone process.  
 
[Kim Larson joined the meeting.] 
 



 

 

Youngerberg shared opportunities for the soybean additive markets. The City of Hutchinson 
conducted a pilot project using soybean oil as a road sealant and estimated an approximate savings 
of 30% of its asphalt usage. Other soybean oil products include BioStripe for use in striping parking 
lots, and BioSealcoat. In talking with the Governor’s office, there are definite positive things 
happening in soybean oil products which would boost the soybean market. Opportunities continue 
to build in the fish market. Another project in Minnesota includes a company in the early stages of 
product development of taking glycerin out of soybeans and converting it to a single-cell protein for 
hog feed. Other markets for glycerin are makeup, food and in deicing airplanes. The University of 
Minnesota (U of M) is working to convert soybean biodiesel for use in laundry detergent products. 
The human food protein market also continues to grow, as well as be an avenue to help people with 
peanut allergies. Youngerberg feels there are many soybean opportunities in the protein markets. 
Youngerberg shared the Think Soy, 2017 Soy Products Guide magazine, which is available through a 
link at www.SoyNewuses.org.  
 
Aaron Backman inquired if it is easier to adjust the percentage of biodiesel standards?  Youngerberg 
shared there are ways to adjust; however, it would increase the cost. Backman also inquired if there 
is an opportunity for Minnesota to have a biodiesel processing plant. Youngerberg shared early 
planning stages are taking place for a biodiesel processing facility in Crookston. Youngerberg 
distributed a list of Regional Solvent Extraction Plants, which includes a Budgetary Capital Cost 
Estimate Chart and Soybean Processing Cost Estimates for various size plants (see attached). 
Youngerberg also distributed a document prepared by the USDA in Illinois showing soybean prices 
compared with value of soybean oil and meal (see attached).  
 
Dan Lippert inquired if there is a risk of losing the Crookston plant to North Dakota for tax reasons. 
Youngerberg shared discussions with the company and growers, including legislators, who are in 
favor of having the plant in Crookston. Youngerberg distributed a memo from Industrial Process and 
Management Consultants in Erie, Pennsylvania, regarding a feasibility study summary for a soybean 
processing facility and a handout from the U of M entitled “Potential Economic Impact of a Soybean 
Crush and Biodiesel Facility near Crookston, Minnesota (see attached).  
 
Kotrba inquired about what is slowing the investment in value added biodiesel products. 
Discussions held regarding the agriculture industry, renewable plastics and education.  
 
Schmoll thanked Youngerberg for his interesting presentation and indicated she will follow up with 
him.  
 
 
AGENDA—With a quorum now present, Past Vice Chair Kotrba presented the March 21, 2019 
agenda.  
 
 IT WAS MOVED BY Rollie Boll, SECONDED BY Keith Poier, to approve the Agenda.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
MINUTES—Past Vice Chair Kotrba presented the February 21, 2019 Minutes. 
 
 IT WAS MOVED BY Rollie Boll, SECONDED BY Dan Lippert, to approve the Minutes of the  
 February 21, 2019 meeting.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 

http://www.soynewuses.org/


 

 

REPORTS 
 
Industrial Hemp Subcommittee.  Schmoll noted the February 21 and February 4, 2019 Industrial 
Hemp Exploratory Subcommittee minutes were included in the meeting packet and shared Charles 
Levine attended a subcommittee meeting and gave an update on his production of CBD oil. Schmoll 
reported she and Laura Arne met with Jayme Cline of Christianson PLLP, who looked into the value-
added state grant. The subcommittee determined to conduct a feasibility study and apply for a 
grant next year and to narrow down the focus of the subcommittee. Kim Larson shared there is 
great interest; however, additional knowledge of industrial hemp is needed. Schmoll shared other 
presenters will be attending future subcommittee meetings. 
 
Ag Marketing and Event Planning Subcommittee.  Kotrba provided an update of the Ag Marketing 
and Event Planning Subcommittee’s plans for the Partners in Ag Innovation conference scheduled 
for Thursday, August 1, 2019, 7:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at MinnWest Technology Campus (MWTC). 
Discussions were held regarding sponsorships and securing speakers. A Save the Date notice was 
sent and Past Vice Chair Kotrba shared the notice has a 40% open rate. There will be a $30 
registration fee this year. The next subcommittee meeting is scheduled for 2:30 p.m. April 4th. 
Schmoll commented it is interesting to work with an event planner and it helps take work off the 
EDC and MWTC. 
 
NEW BUSINESS—Poier shared he read an article regarding a committee working on transportation 
issues in Minnesota. Backman commented he spoke with Matt Johnson of Mid-Minnesota 
Development Commission, which have formed the Mid-Minnesota Regional Transportation 
Coordination Council to create a regional transportation plan that addresses everything from public 
transit to Uber. The initiative is mainly focused on transit rather than highways. 
 
Ag/Renewable Energy Community Events/Projects.  Schmoll will be attending the AURI New Uses 
Forum on March 28 & 28th in St. Louis Park. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT— 
 

IT WAS MOVED BY Kim Larson, SECONDED BY Ian Graue, to approve adjourn the meeting. 
MOTION CARRIED. 

 
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:00 a.m. 
 
 
NEXT MEETING—The next committee meeting is 7:30 a.m., April 18, 2019 at Christianson PLLP, 
Willmar. 


















