KANDIYOHI COUNTY AND CITY OF WILLMAR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (EDC)

AGRICULTURE & RENEWABLE ENERGY DEVELOPMENT (Ag) COMMITTEE

MINUTES

January 16, 2020
McMillan’s Family Restaurant, Willmar
Present:

Rollie Boll, Ian Graue, Kevin Halvorson, Christy Kallevig, Larry Konsterlie, Dustin Kotrba, Kim
Larson, Dan Lippert, Michelle Marotzke and Keith Poier

Excused:

Dan Tepfer

Staff:

Connie Schmoll, Business Development Manager

Vice Chairperson Kevin Halvorson called the meeting to order at approximately 7:10 a.m. and declared a
quorum was present.
AGENDA—The agenda was approved as emailed.
MINUTES—Dustin Kotrba noted a correction to the fifth sentence under Ag Marketing and Event Planning
Subcommittee from $15,000 to $1,500.
IT WAS MOVED BY Keith Poier, SECONDED BY Rollie Boll, to approve the December 19, 2019
minutes with a correction in the fifth sentence under Ag Marketing and Event Planning
Subcommittee from $15,000 to $1,500. MOTION CARRIED.
REPORTS
Industrial Hemp Exploratory Subcommittee. Vice Chair Halvorson summarized the January 13th
subcommittee meeting highlighting the vast amount of information received from Harold Stanislawski of
the Agricultural Utilization Research Institute (AURI). Stanislawski is familiar with processing in Minnesota,
as well as other states, and reported on potential barriers, such as regulations that still need to be
approved. Stanislawski is interested in touring the former Pioneer Research Facility that is for sale outside
of Willmar. Schmoll will make arrangements for this tour. Nathan Hultgren attended the January meeting
and reported about Hultgren Farms’ experience with growing industrial hemp. Vice Chair Halvorson stated
financing for this commodity may not be possible as farmers are being told that if they grow industrial
hemp, financial institutions will refrain from lending to the entire farm operation. Bob Meyerson will
provide the subcommittee with additional information in this regard. Schmoll reported the idea of hiring a
consultant was discussed; however, the subcommittee is currently conducting its own research and
planning plus accessing the information being gathered by AURI and determined a consultant was not
required at this time. Schmoll and Vice Chair Halverson are creating documents to determine projects to
research.
Ag Marketing and Event Planning Subcommittee. Kotrba reported a very productive event planning
meeting took place on January 9th with Sara Mikolich facilitating (see Notes & Action Items attached).

Sponsors have already been secured for a portion of the projected cost of $30,000. More sponsorships are
needed and requests will be sent in the next month. Jason Broadwater is one consideration for keynote
speaker and economic development will be the focus of the event. Presentations will probably be secured
in the areas of local stories, new technologies and their current applications and more. Planning committee
members would like to see fewer speakers/presentations and perhaps more time for each speaker.
Registration beginning at 7 a.m. with presentations ending at 2 p.m. has been proposed, which is the same
as last year. The keynote will be in the afternoon to retain the audience. Kotrba mentioned succession
planning was discussed and Schmoll had emailed information on one in the metro area. As this topic would
need more time and focused attention, Schmoll has been speaking with Melissa Knott of Christianson PLLP
about hosting such a training locally. Schmoll also asked Ken Warner of the Willmar Lakes Area Chamber of
Commerce (Chamber) to partner as a sponsor to hold a local workshop in 2020 before spring farm work
begins. A proposal will be brought to the next meeting.
2020 Visionary Subcommittee. Schmoll reported she and Ian Graue met on January 15th to discuss plans.
They reviewed information from Kim Larson, who is also on the subcommittee. The tentative plans were
shared (see attached). Members suggested a March date rather than February 26th and suggested others to
invite to the process, including dairy, pork and/or turkey producer groups (Robert Orsten), Becker Market
or other farmers’ markets, Bushmills, Chamber’s Agri-Business Committee, Clean Energy Resource Teams
and Kandiyohi Power Cooperative. Dan Lippert suggested an additional question be added to the list of
questions: What unexplored ag opportunity are you aware of that the EDC Ag Committee could explore?
NEW BUSINESS
2020 Chair/Vice Chair. Schmoll reported she, Dan Tepfer and Rollie Boll contacted members to fill the
positions of chair and vice chair. Dan Tepfer volunteered to continue as chair, if needed, but he preferred
someone new be elected. Kotrba is open to being vice chair this year and would consider the chair position
the following year. Vice Chair Halverson voiced a willingness to move up to the chair position since there is
a volunteer to move into the chair position the following year. There were no other nominations.
IT WAS MOVED BY Kim Larson, SECONDED BY Rollie Boll, to elect Kevin Halvorson as Chair and
Dustin Kotrba as Vice Chair of the Kandiyohi County and City of Willmar Economic
Development Commission Agriculture & Renewable Energy Development Committee for
2020. MOTION CARRIED.
Electric vehicle charging stations. An Informal discussion was held regarding the availability of charging
stations and new electric vehicles coming out.
Community Ag/Renewable Energy Community Events/Projects. Ridgewater College will be sponsoring a
presentation by David Kohl on February 20th. He has presented for several years and always has a great
presentation and a full audience.
ADJOURNMENT—There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately
8:55 a.m.
NEXT MEETING—The next committee meeting is 7:30 a.m., February 20, 2020 at Christianson PLLP, 302 Fifth
Street SW, Willmar.

